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S3: SUCCESSFUL STEM STRATEGIES 
To build a STEM culture, strategies that highlight STEM skill development and stretch thinking are critical to 
success. Successful STEM Strategies highlight instructional and cultural strategies proven successful by 
educators across the world.  
 

 

STRATEGY: “What Did You Do Today?” 
 

 

 
THE IDEA 

Communication is one of the most important STEM skills we 
help our students develop. If students are unable to 
communicate well, their skills and knowledge may not be 
shared or may be misunderstood. Modeling ways to 
communicate effectively is just as important as modeling 
mathematical thinking or the writing process. This strategy 
provides a fantastic opportunity to practice communication 
skills since families regularly ask for updates about what is 
going on in class. 
 

 
IMPLEMENT 

Materials: Twitter or Instagram, Social media planning sheet 
 
Time: 5-10 minutes at the end of the school day or class 
period (can be for all students as a group, or select students 
in rotation) 

1. Develop a classroom Twitter or Instagram account and 
hashtag (#) for families to follow. Share this information 
with families.  

2. At the end of the day (or class period), either as a 
whole group or have 2 rotating students use the social 
media planning sheet to create a post about what 
happened in class that day. Remember to leave room 
for a hashtag! 
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3. Have students read the tweet to the class for critique 
and allow the authors to make changes if needed 

4. As the teacher, tweet out the post on the classroom 
Twitter account, including pictures or video.  

5. If having pairs of students creating the post, rotate 
students daily, so all students have a chance to tweet 
and summarize their learning.  

 
TRANSFERRING 

TO CULTURE 

Effective communication is critical to student success. As 
students prepare social media posts, they are working on 
their summarizing skills, making decisions about what is 
important to share, and learning how to use social media 
platforms to communicate effectively. Families also benefit 
because they receive updates about what students are 
learning or experiencing in the classroom. Parents can start 
asking about direct experiences from the classroom instead 
of using the dreaded “What did you do today?” and get 
“nothing.” Opening up this line of communication helps 
teachers and families connect and deepens understanding of 
STEM in the classroom and at home.  
 

 
BUILD 

• Challenge families to tweet back their comments, 
questions, and ideas. Communication is a two-way 
street!  

• Create a way for the community to be involved as well.  
• Develop "business" cards or mini-flyers to share with 

families and the community to highlight your students' 
efforts.  

 


